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‘Secret service.

JWHE, British public, durncf one
i of its nericdical fits of moral-
" ity, is a model of calm and
good sense compared:to the ridi-
culousness of the United States
Congress when it jfalls prey to a
similar parovvsm.  Here in
America, we may just be emerginz
from one of these periodical fits.-

1 am thinking of how Congress
(helped, alas, by the pseudo-fames
Bond ~id:octes of some of the-
former Cl A command) has been

able to- dismantle the American
nudlwem.e organisation. This dis-
mantling, in.the name-of reform,
has been undenvay for’ about ﬁve
years., and isn’t over yet-. el .

" That some of this- house-clean-
ing: was. deserved- and necessary
goes without saying but the extent
of this. clean-up has. so-. damaged-
American- intelligence that it will
be at least five. perhaps ten. years
hefore ‘there is any return to a
semblance of the CIA’s vaunted
efficiency aund even creanvxry In’
the mednhme Lo
" During . these fits of momhty,
"the “hidher senses have a ten-
dency. to ~grow dull. Otherwise
hiow e'(phm the American claumn
to have a functioning secret sec-
vice when the CI'A must by law
report its activities to eight com-
mittees - of -Congress? Or as
-Senator ~-Daniel -Moyanihtar, a
member . of that boedy’'s -Select
Committee on Intelligence, put it
in a recent speech: *“ Wilth what
security are- we to mounh even
‘the ‘most nroutine - clandestine
tictivity when the law requires
that- ei¢ht -committees;-some- 180
Cengressmen, and almost as many
st3ff-- members. be inforymed in
advance?’ . " Tmoe pgmesE
« iYn “addition. the - rules of Con-
gress permit any of its members
to examine the reports and doca-
ments of .any Congressional com-
.mittee. . If -a . Congress : member
wants - to. make - Dhe-mformauon
thus received- available to.others
besides kimself, he -can-arrange
it so that he commilts no 1llega1
act, -even’ -thongh---the - Press
obtams -this supposedly  secret !

" knowledge.. It should . be noted |

-that while it is routine to investi-

" gate prospective CI A employees '

._l

for security, and to Keep tabs on !
them during their- employmeant, .
no.Congress member-or commit- |
i tees staffer need be cleared at |
t:all. His presence is his clearance. |

5 But, #hen, * quis custodiet, . . . 27
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‘Imagine, in..British terms, if
the same legal situation prevailed ;
in \Westminster as it: does today |.
in Washmngton and some- of the
wafnier specimens of .the Labour
Left, proFutmg_by the strategy ..
now called “ entryism,” but’ which }
in an earlier day was.called “ bor- |
ing from withim,” hadthe: right
‘to examine the fifes of House of
Commons committees empowered |
swiith ‘the: right” to ovensee’- the
!natmn S secrertservxces, o
i “Whatever the' Bntxs-h sxtuamon
‘midy be (and it is toibe” hopedi
“thar.it doesn’t develop jato.the -
‘;"hastly American: model) atrcan”

f@:r all o see

~ Y

-]

* Some ‘responsible people’
strongly believe that, after these
years of public exposure and Con-
-gressional scrutins of the CUA,
the K G B-may actually have mhl- :
“trated the agency to such a degree ’
that: the  CIA may have. been
“turned .around.” It .has beeny

“argued that’ revxtahsmd the agency.,
mwht ouly: “help~ the’ K GB.

Wbether these beliefs are- basedi
-.on knowledge or supposition I am}
-unable to-say,but if it is true that”
‘America lacks an effective counter-’

:mtellxdence arm, the consequences
are premctable o

- Ais ‘Riahard Helms, CIA dlrec-

YYror- ‘from "1966-72,: has - said:

:be: ‘stated with *some -assurance;. | « Counter-inteHigence is: tembly

'bdsed on talks with- former-CI A |
bhbcers Avhom -1 ‘Wil -name, ‘that

'
‘the .present Amenican. caplaatyl

Hfor: « counter-intelligence,. covert

vaction and clandestme CO'HeCthIb
ot mformatxon is"
ground zero.”

The phrase is that of Hugh
.Tovar, focrmer chief, CT A" Covert
Action Staff, who- used it to des-
cribe his section’s capabilities. The
same phrase could be used, with
no e\zaggeratlov to describe the
capabilities: in the other two intel-
ligence areas, Covert action occurs
when Government A seeks to in-
fluence the policies and politics of

cloae Sto

‘Country B.secretly,. say, by sup-|

-porting - a- newspaper. friendly to
Government A. Most Governments
_tryto- influence some: other’ Gov-
cernment’s policies, opz2nly- and
. covertly: After all, as Hugh Trevor- !
: Roper: once wrote::“ Secret intel- !
-ligence is the. continuation of open
“intelligence -by other means.”. At
:_the moment, ‘America lad\s the '

-u

‘ other means.” . -7 .Wuv e

As for AmPrlcan counter—mtelh-

entire 1ntf=ll'1et'C° structure de- -
. pends—here is- -the ‘opinion of
Newton. S." Miler, former chief of
operations,.. counter-inteiligence
staff, C IA' “Our nation does not
have “an. eﬂectwe counter-mtelh
geoce capabﬂry ’
- Meaning, in. Mtlef s opinion, that
nexther the-: CIA nor the FBLis
! .today capable -of -'detecting._. or
neutralising foreign intelligence
a(.tmty-——specdically by the Soviet
and the Eastern Bloc—in America.’
If counter-intelligence is ineffec-."

l

‘tive it raises the spectre that, in qua“mxre of guilt?”

its ‘presently weakened state,’ “the

'CLA may have been pe.netrated had-a tremendous influence on
» v+ Congress, ‘are still. working -hard

by the KGB. .

L "ence,rcapabxhty-—on which the ;isitors, for example: -

-cultural*delegates;"

llmportant ‘because without - -an
-effective counter—mtelhdencc pro-
dramme—both in the CI A and the
FBL — the problem of double.
agents and mﬁl:rators rs msur-‘
mountable R P R R
:’Americai mtelho‘ence — CIA
}and F BI —: must contend with:
“an_enormoug number of Soviet
spies within the country today.
Some 15 moanths ago, there were
11.500 Soviet and 100 Soviet bloc-
qofficials permanently assigned to:
tAmerica as drplomats, imedia and
xrade representatives and as sta"f
personnzl to international organi-
isations.. It. is conservatively esti-
‘mated that 40 per cent. of all
“Soviét-bloc representatives - on
overseas assignment are-inteili-
y -gence offiers. This means.bhat at
1y time there is-a mimimum 0; £
. 800 Soviet-bloc agents le"a‘ly 1'1
(Amerzca :
~That’s not all.. Ther° axe also
the “ deep. overators,”. buried
ander -illegal cover; who can come
into .the: countrv as Soviet-bloc
0 “Between’
~1977 and. 1978, there were 60,000
such visitors.: " Of. these, 14,000 |
were  commercial,: scientific and
the remaining
46,000 were crewmen who -en-
Jog_ed complete liberty while their
ships wepe docked in any ore of
Amerﬁca’s 40 deep-atzr ports.
One “ deep cover ” agent recently
discussed. his career as an
“*illegal ” in Canada and America
at an F Bl-arranged Press con-
ference in Washnno‘tom : i
‘Can America emerge from -its

-The “anti-
which have

intelligence Iobbles

‘but _ their power_ may have
peaked. R T A
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". Observers in Washington believe
that the anti-intelligence hysteria
of the 1970: is cooling down. Con-
aress now has before it a so-called
charter whxch _attempis to- leziti-
{' mise the intelligence system. This
. 171-page Bill \\ouH if enacted,
“*authorise the intelligence system }
of the-United States by the estab- §
lishment of a statutory basis for
the national . mtelhvence activities
of the United States,” accordmd to
fits. preambular clause , .
_ ‘This-highly corplicated_ propo-
$al “satisfies” neither the - liberal-
‘Left lobby nor the pro-intelligence
forces. The former. opposes it be-
cause it fears the:charter would
recreate the : CI A “despite the
‘rigid controls; the latter opposes
the Bill because, it argues, rigid
controls preclude .a. functioning
intellizence service, that it is diffi-
‘cult_to set>up "ules for an adency
which must work ‘in secret.

" The- Carter " Administration,
“which hitherto has been a sharp
“opponent of the CIA, has modi-
-fied its stance, due undoubtedly
to. events in- Iran, Afghanistan,
" Nicaragua, . South’ and ‘North

. Yemen. ‘It ‘may ‘even have been
“aftected by the “interesting .coin-
_cidence,” as. James Reston put it;
‘that ‘while almost. everybody else
remamed ‘Soviet."and FEast: Ger-
S man dxplomat:, managed :to slip
,away from-the Dormmcan Repub-.
. lic. embassy .party’ in Bogota- just-
+’before the - Colomblan duerrlllas
marched in-t L
< The most" Jmpo"t"nt que>tmn IS
Con"remmal ‘opinion.. There:’
~some evidence ‘that the ' Iemslanvef
“leadership is showing-a willingness’
“to understand- that, in the words.
of Sidney Hook, “unsavoury-and !
~foolish CIA op°ratmns are. not an
—argument for the abolition of ‘the
“agency but forlits'improvement.”
v The .fit of morality is, perhaps,
.over; ,the debate 1s nol’ :

AR‘JOLD BEEC’iMA‘I

reports from Amerwa

N

on how Conﬂress s fit .
of morahty deatroy ed”

Amerxca s mtelhbence, ' ;

,,,\uth repercussions | in &
!

Afﬂhamstan. Iran and |
the Dommxcan Republw k
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